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AllAroundHandymanServices.com
818 16TH AVE., BELMAR • 732-280-6530

Family Owned; Insured; NJ License # 13VH01176200   •   All Electrical Work is performed by a NJ Licensed Electrician, Lic. # 6619

Commercial & Residential Snow Removal - Call for Details

o Basement Waterproofing
o Basements
o Bathrooms
o Carpentry
o Chimney Repairs
o Closet Organizer
o Counter Tops
o Doors

o Drainage
o Drywall
o Emergency Clean-Up
o Faucets
o Fencing
o Flooring
o Gas Lights
o Gas Lines

o Grab Bars
o Hanging Mirrors/Pictures
o Honey Do List!
o Kitchens
o Leaks
o Leaky Drains
o Lighting
o Masonry

o Mold Remediation
o New Electrical Service
o Painting
o Pavers 
o Pergolas
o Repair Specialist
o Roofing
o Siding

o Sinks
o Sump Pumps
o Tile
o Toilets
o Trim
o Windows
o And Much More

IS YOUR HOUSE AND ROOF READY FOR AN ABOVE-AVERAGE STORM SEASON?

NEED A R OOFER?
All Around Roofing & Siding

A Division of ALL AROUND HANDYMAN SERVICES, INC. 

2nd generation roofing
specialist Anthony Hufnagelallaroundhandymanservices.com • facebook.com/YourRoofersRoofer

FREE ROOF INSPECTION whether you need a repair or replacement

2 YEAR EXTENDED WARRANTY ON ALL INSTALLATION

Andersen Windows & Doors highly recommends All Around as a Certified installer. Our man-
agement as well as the technicians have been factory trained and certified to install all Andersen 
products. All Around has had unmatched hands-on training, with this training we offer an additional 
two years of labor warranty backed by Andersen because we are a Factory Certified Installer.

Our trained, certified Andersen installers will provide a thorough evaluation of your windows, 
doors, sliders, gliders. More so if they should be replaced or repaired providing you with a free 
estimate utilizing the right product for your home. 

Let us help you make an informed, educated decision on your new or difference with Renewal 
by Andersen, doors & windows with no-pressure sales experience.

Workmanship, respect, and customer service is how we have been serving our community for 
over 30 years.

All Around Roofing & Siding is a division of All Around Handyman Services and is honored and 
proud to be partnering with Andersen Windows and Doors.

$50 OFF
Any Window

Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 11/8/19

$200 OFF
Any Sliding Door

Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 11/8/19

All Around Handyman is one of the only Factory Certified 
Andersen Contractors in Monmouth & Ocean Counties.

ARE YOU AFRAID OF FALLING? LET OUR PROS HELP!
Grab Bars - Hand Rails - Ramps - High Rise Toilet - ADA Showers 

Easy Access Tubs  - Home Safety Inspections
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FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED FOR 83 YEARSFAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED FOR 83 YEARS

MANTELS AND STONE VENEERS FOR ALL YOUR FIREPLACE NEEDS!

1661 Hwy 34 South, Wall, NJ 07719
Phone: (732) 938-5252 | njgravelsand.com

Fulfilling all your landscape, hardscape and natural stone needs!     Custom Stone Fabrication/Bulk Materials/Building & Landscape Stone/Pavers

DESIGNED AND INSTALLED 
BY LANDESIGN INC.

MANTELS AND STONE VENEERS FOR ALL YOUR FIREPLACE NEEDS!
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CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT
TEAM AVAILABLE 

General Contractors / Finishing Sub Contractor 
Engineers and Architects - Demo, Piling and Foundation 
Self General Contractor Construction Loans If Qualifi ed

BUILD • REBUILD • SELF BUILD

732-255-4160

Factory Direct Savings
Fly High on D.I.Y. Network

FDMH.com

*Fall / Winter Delivery

*Spring/Summer Completion

On customers Pilings 
or Foundation

Modular Homes Factory Direct

*Fall / Winter Delivery

FALL SAVINGS
1-877-233-3133
FDMH.COM

26 Years

26 Year 

Anniversary 

Discount

26 Year Anniversary Discount
$68 a SQ. Ft.$68 a SQ. Ft. Ki tchen  and  Ba th

Des ign  Cente r

NJHIC #13VH02287800

Modern Elegance 
designs are built 
around your 
lifestyle while 
creating the 
kitchen or bath 
of your dreams. 
From traditional to 
contemporary, we 
treat every kitchen
as custom.

COMPLETE KITCHEN & BATH RENOVATIONS

  Monday-Friday 9 am-5 pm • Saturday 9 am-1 pm

From concept to completion, 
we take pride in our unique 

designs and attention to detail 
and continue to exceed our 

customers’ expectations. Let 
Modern Elegance make your 

dreams come true!

117 TAYLOR AVENUE • MANASQUAN • 732-528-0110 
www.modernelegancekitchens.com 

Now 
Offering
Custom
Closets

http://www.modernelegancekitchens.com
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Design tips for remodeling your basement
STAR NEWS GROUP

A basement remodel-
ing project can add valu-
able and usable space to 
a home. For many years, 
homeowners overlooked 
the potential of a base-
ment remodel, perhaps 
thinking it would not be 
a smart return on invest-
ment. But that’s no longer 
the case.

The latest “Cost vs. Val-
ue” report from Remodel-
ing magazine says the av-
erage basement remodel 
can cost around $61,000 
with a 70.3 percent recoup 
rate. In addition, HGTV 
says architects and con-
tractors indicate the cost 
of redoing a basement is 
roughly one-third to one-
half less than the price of 
putting an addition on a 
home.

THINGS TO CONSIDER
Before remodeling a 

basement, homeown-
ers should think about 
how they want to use the 
space. Homeowners also 
must focus on some po-
tential obstacles in a base-
ment that will need to be 
addressed so that the area 
can be as functional as 
possible. 

Basements can be chilly 
and damp. That means 
moisture issues and heat-
ing and cooling needs 
must be addressed pri-
or to any construction. 
Homeowners may have to 
consider the installation 
of a dehumidifier and run 
venting through the base-
ment to allow for prop-
er climate control. If a 
basement takes on water, 
either through the walls 
or a concrete slab, a pro-
fessional waterproofing 

company can come in and 
fix these issues so they 
will not damage drywall 
and flooring afterwards.

The presence of insects 
and pests also must be 
addressed. Exterminators 
can help homeowners fig-
ure out which insects are 
in their basements and 
how to make the space 
less hospitable to these 
unwelcome guests so that 
the room will become 
comfortable for human 
occupants.

Space is often at a 
premium in basements, 
which may contain HVAC 
units, water heaters, fil-
tration devices, ductwork, 
pipes, and the other appli-
ances. Qualified contrac-
tors can suggest solutions 
for cordoning off appli-
ances and camouflaging 
pipes and wires so they 
won’t detract from the 

finished product. Howev-
er, building access panels 
into the design will make 
it easier to service or re-
pair features as necessary. 
Homeowners also may 
want to wrap pipes before 
drywall is installed to qui-
et noisy drainage pipes.

STRUCTURAL ISSUES
Uneven basement 

flooring will need to be 
smoothed out and flat-

tened before carpeting 
or tile can be laid down. 
A self-leveling underlay-
ment can be applied to 
fill in gullies, while larger 
crack and holes will need 
to be patched.

Once the structure 
of the basement is ad-
dressed, then the design 
work can begin. Many 
professionals advise 
against drop ceilings, 
which can take away from 

ceiling height and look 
cheap. Basements can be 
dark, so the addition of 
plenty of lighting can help 
brighten the room. Small 
basement windows can be 
replaced with larger ones 
to add more light as well.

Homeowners can mim-
ic built-ins and architec-
tural details from else-
where in the home so the 
basement is aesthetically 
cohesive and doesn’t seem 
like an addition. Bookcas-
es and shelving can add 
valuable storage space as 
well. Decorate the base-
ment with bright, neutral 
colors so they make the 
space feel more inviting. 

With some e�ort and fi-
nancial investment, base-
ments can be as beautiful 
and functional as other 
rooms in a home.

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

COLUMBUS DAY CLEARANCE SALE
UP TO 50% OFF INVENTORY | LAMPS, ACCESSORIES & MORE 

126 Main Street, Manasquan 
732-223-6114

THE NEW

Monday-Friday 9am-5:30pm • Saturday 9am-5pm

Sale Begins October 11th

manasquanlighting.com
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 6  A homeowner’s guide to carpeting choices
STAR NEWS GROUP

Carpet can add warmth 
and texture to a room 
and also provide a little 
bit of soundproofi ng. Un-
derfoot, carpeting can be 
more comfortable than 
other types of flooring, 
even though it may re-
quire more upkeep. 

Carpeting insulates 
rooms in the summer and 
winter, adding that extra 
level of protection against 
the elements. Carpeting 
also absorbs sound in a 
home. Many appreciate 
the warmth and cozy feel-
ing of carpet, especially 
when stepping out of bed. 
Carpeting also can in-
crease the level of safety 
at home. According to the 
Carpet and Rug Institute, 
carpeting makes areas of 
play safer and may also 
reduce the severity of an 

injury in the event of a 
fall.

Today, there are many 
di­ erent types of carpet-
ing available. Selecting the 
right carpeting for a room 
comes down to identify-
ing the level of tra�  c in a 
particular room, the attri-
butes homeowners would 
like the carpet to have and 
any other needs that fit 
with their lifestyles. The 
following guidelines can 
make carpet shopping a 
bit easier.

MATERIAL TYPES
There are many di­ er-

ent types of carpeting, 
some suited to certain 
situations. Here are the 
four main material com-
ponents.

Nylon is one of the 
most durable and stain-re-
sistant carpet fi bers avail-
able and a popular choice 

among many homeown-
ers.

Polyester carpeting is 
fashioned to feel and look 
luxurious.

Olefin is made from 
polypropylene or poly-
ethylene. It is prized for 
its strength, resistance 
to staining and colorfast-
ness. It is often suited well 
to loop pile or high, dense 
cut piles.

Wool is durable, albe-
it less resistant to soiling 

than some other materi-
als. However, because it 
is an all-natural material, 
it is prized by people who 
want natural beauty. 

TEXTURES
Plush and saxony car-

pets are better in low-traf-
fic areas. These carpets 
may show footprints and 
also vacuum tracks and 
dirt, but they’re high-
er on the comfort spec-
trum than other types of 

carpet. Berber, which is 
more fl at and dense, helps 
mask stains and tracks. It 
is durable in high-traffic 
areas. Textured carpets 
like frieze are cut from 
fi bers of di­ erent heights, 
so they mask stains and 
are also softer on the feet 
than berber. 

PADDING
Padding can impact the 

way carpeting feels and 
how long it lasts. It isn’t 
always necessary to pur-
chase the most expensive  
or thickest padding. How-
ever, it is wise to pick a 
pad that matches the type 
of carpeting you’re select-
ing and one that aligns 
with how you plan to use 
the room. You may be able 
to go with a thinner pad 
in low-traffic rooms and 
beneath dense carpeting 
like berber. In high-tra�  c 

rooms, choose a thicker, 
more durable padding. 
Padding prevents carpet 
backing and fibers from 
coming apart over time. It 
pays to invest in a padding 
that will last as well.

INSTALLATION
Select a reliable carpet 

retailer and installer for 
your business. Compe-
tent installers will lay the 
carpeting in the correct 
manner so that it will look 
beautiful and maintain its 
durability for the life of 
the product. Shop around 
to fi nd the right installer 
or even do the work your-
self if you feel capable.

Take time when shop-
ping for carpeting, which 
is a substantial invest-
ment that can last for 
many years if the right 
material is chosen and in-
stalled correctly. 

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION
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What causes roof shingles to curl?
STAR NEWS GROUP

No homeowner wants 
to look at the exterior of 
his or her home and see 
roof damage. Such dam-
age may lead homeown-
ers to think they need a 
new roof, a potentially 
costly expense that can 
quickly throw household 
budgets into a state of dis-
array.

The average homeown-
er spends a little more 
than $7,600 installing a 
new roof. Various fac-
tors, including the size of 
a home and the type of 
roof homeowners prefer, 
will affect the cost of a 
roof replacement. In ad-
dition, homeowners who 
see roof damage can rest 
assured that not all roof 
problems will necessari-
ly require a replacement 
roof to be installed.

Curled shingles are a 
problem many homeown-
ers have encountered. 
This particular problem is 
not always indicative that 
a roof is on its way out. In 
fact, one popular home 
improvement resource 
notes that, as asphalt 
shingles age, their cor-
ners often begin to curl 
downward or upward. 
Homeowners who notice 
this early enough can glue 
down the curled section 
of each shingle that’s be-
ginning to curl. 

Some shingles may be 
curling because they’re 
defective. Fortified Roof-
ing, a New Jersey-based 
roofing company that spe-
cializes in the repairing 
and replacing of various 
roofing configurations, 
advises homeowners to 
contact a local roofing 
professional to diagnose 

the cause of the curling. 
Doing so quickly can pre-
vent curled shingles from 
contributing to more 
widespread damage.

Moisture and poor ven-
tilation may be contribut-

ing to curled shingles as 
well. Homeowners with 
attics in their home may 
see curled shingles on 
their roofs because mois-
ture is building up in their 
poorly ventilated attics. In 

addition to causing dam-
age such as curled shin-
gles, a poorly ventilated 
attic allows moisture to 
build up, potentially con-
tributing to mold growth. 
Mold presents a host of 

additional problems, in-
cluding some that can ad-
versely a�ect the health of 
a home’s inhabitants.

Improper roof installa-
tion also may be the cul-
prit behind curled shin-
gles. When a roof is not 
installed correctly, shin-
gles may not be aligned 
or nailed down in the 
right way. This might be 
what’s causing shingles to 
curl on recently installed 
roofs.

Curled shingles are un-
sightly and can pose a sig-
nificant threat to a home 
if not addressed promptly. 
Homeowners can protect 
themselves and their roofs 
by working with skilled 
roofing professionals, 
who can diagnose issues 
like curled shingles and 
o�er the right solutions. 

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION
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732-598-1680
Sea Girt, NJ

www.maidatthebeach.com

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL

CLEANINGS
• Weekly

• Bi-Weekly

• Monthly

• Special Ocassions

• Move In/Move Outs

w w w . c u s t o m k i t c h e n s b y c h u c k . c o m

Custom Kitchens
by Chuck Van Emburgh

701 Central Ave & Rt 88, Point Pleasant, NJ 08742

732-899-6807

Complete Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
Kitchen Cabinets & Vanities ~ Stock # Custom

Counter Tops 
New &

Replacements
 

Granite • Corian
Formica • Quartz

(Wood - Grot House) 
Tile

We Carry All Leading Brands of Wallpaper 
for Residential & Commercial Use.

~ Most Wallcoverings Discounted ~

Expert Sales Advice 
Professional Installations and 

Removal Available.

Over 30 Years of Residential and Commercial 
Wall Covering Experience.

Interior Designer Service Offered 
at Additional Charge.

589 Mantoloking Rd., Brick, NJ • 732-920-2009
thewallpaperstudionj.com

Monday-Saturday 7:30am-5pm • Sundays 9am-1pm
511 Main Street, Belmar, NJ 07719 

 (732) 681-3377
www.belmarpaint.com

— Color & Design Consultant on Site —

Fall
Paint Sale

$5 OFF
Gallon Benjamin Moore
Regal Select Premium

Interior & Exterior Paint
Expires 10-31-19

FREE
PAINT BRUSH 

OR ROLLER 
COVER W/

ANY GALLON
OF PAINT

WITH THIS AD 47 Years in Business

http://www.maidatthebeach.com
http://www.belmarpaint.com
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• ON SITE MEASURING • IN HOUSE DESIGN CONSULTATION 
• 20+ YEARS OF QUALITY SERVICE • 2 BEAUTIFUL SHOWROOMS

 • THE BEST ARTISAN TILE AND STONE LINES 

MONMOUTH St. TILE
SURFACES OF SUBSTANCE & STYLE

2175 Hwy. 35,  | Sea Girt Crossroads Mall | 732.974.0048

44 Monmouth Street | Red Bank | 732.933.1760

Making some rooms 
do double-duty

STAR NEWS GROUP

Many homes do not 
have space for guest 
rooms, kids’ play areas 
and home theater lounges 
that are possible in homes 
with substantial square 
footage. But they may not 
be missing out at all.

While large homes re-
main popular, many peo-
ple are embracing the 
benefits of smaller resi-
dences. Small homes help 
homeowners save money, 
require less maintenance, 
have smaller environmen-
tal impact, and reduce the 
temptation to accumulate 
“stu�.”

Owners of small homes 
or apartments can still en-
joy the benefits of larger 
spaces, they just need to 
equip rooms to perform 
double duty. 

LIVING ROOM / GUEST ROOM 
Entertaining guests 

is easier when there’s a 
dedicated space where 
visitors can feel at home. 
When furnishing a liv-

ing room, keep the guest 
room in mind. A sofa that 
opens up to a bed or a 
convertible sectional can 
be a comfortable place for 
guests to lay their heads. 
Side tables provide guests 
with places to store their 
belongings, and an empty 
storage chest can house 
bed linens or guests’ 
clothing.

DEN / PLAYROOM
Children tend to accu-

mulate toys and games. 
And as kids grow from 
children to young adults, 
their list of must-have 
items — from video gam-
ing systems to other elec-
tronics — grows along 
with them. Storage can 
make a room functional 
for both adults and chil-
dren. Devote an entire 
wall to a closet or draw-
er system where toys can 
be stored out of sight 
when necessary. Storage 
ottomans can be used for 
extra seating while also 
providing somewhere 
for homeowners to stash 

stu�ed animals or games 
for easy access. When 
choosing furniture, look 
for fabrics that are resis-
tant to stains and modular 
pieces that can be moved 
around as necessary to 
create room for playing or 
entertaining.

BEDROOM / HOME OFFICE 
In 2015, 24 percent of 

employed people in the 
United States did some or 
all of their work at home, 
says the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. Bringing work 
home means men and 
women will need a space 
to work. In tight quarters, 
bedrooms may be the 
only available area. An 
armoire-style desk will 
blend in with the decor 
and can hide paperwork 
and electronics behind 
doors. Otherwise, a make-
up vanity can serve the 
dual purpose of providing 
a place to get ready for 
a night out and a ready 
space to house a laptop 
during the day.

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Hope to See You Soon
Open 7 Days: Mon.-Sat. 9am-5pm • Sunday 9am-4pm

1215 Sea Girt Avenue, SEA GIRT
waterbrookfl orist@gmail.com

732-292-2700
A Family Garden Center with a Personal Touch

FALL HAS ARRIVED!
Large Budded Mums – Kale – Cabbage – Pansies and Millett – Large, Medium and 

Sugar Pumpkins – Unusual Gourds – Bales of Hay and Cornstalks
Decorative Fall Items: Wreaths – Decorative Gifts – Fresh Cut Fall Bouquets

Time to Apply Fall Fertilizer for Your Lawn 
Top Soil - Mulch - Seed

Call to schedule an appointment to design your landscaping
GREAT TIME TO PLANT: Great Selection of Shrubs

Lawn Maintenance Services Available

Mark Your Calendars
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18 ~ 10am-Noon

Sugar Pumpkin Painting for Children    Details Coming Soon

1215 Sea Girt Avenue, 
waterbrookfl orist@gmail.com

732-292-2700
A Family Garden Center with a Personal Touch

Time to Apply Fall Fertilizer for Your Lawn 

mailto:orist@gmail.com
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Call: (732) 380-8012
Visit: jerseyshoreawning.com

607 Memorial Drive, Neptune

Whether you have had awnings for years and are looking 
for a change, or are just starting out, JERSEY SHORE AW-
NING would be happy to work with you. 

We proudly manufacture, install, and service patio cano-
pies, window awnings, flagpoles, flags, patio enclosures, 
grill covers, cushions, Bimini tops and boat covers, along 
with motorized awnings, screens, and retractables. We also 
specialize in commercial awnings and shade structures. 

JERSEY SHORE AWNING is the premier awning cleaning 
service in the area! Stop in or call for an estimate. Clean-
ing your awnings, cushions every few years can extend life 
exponentially. Now is the perfect time to clean for Spring!

Our promise to you is that we will be honest, fair, diligent, and 
reliable. Our expert staff works from our full service facility 
located close by in Neptune. With over 100 years combined 
experience along with youthful enthusiasm, you can count 
on us...

 

                                                      

Motorized Retractable Awnings
Must be presented upon estimate

10/1/19 - 2/14/2015% OFF

Guaranteed

Exterior renovations that 
add value to a home

STAR NEWS GROUP

Neglecting a home’s 
exterior can be a disser-
vice to homeowners, par-
ticularly those looking 
to increase the value of 
their homes. Curb appeal 
is important, as a home’s 
appearance can greatly 
a�ect prospective buyers’ 
perceptions.

Knowing which proj-
ects can offer the most 
bang for their remodeling 
buck can help homeown-
ers make the right choices 
when improving the exte-
rior of their homes. The 
following are some areas 
where homeowners can 
direct their focus if their 
end goal is a great-looking 
home with added value, 
as determined by the 2019 
“Cost vs. Value Report” 
from Remodeling  mag-
azine. This report com-
pares the average cost of 
22 remodeling projects 
with the value those proj-
ects retain at resale across 
136 markets.

NEW GARAGE DOORS
Homeowners can re-

coup 97.5 percent of their 
investment on a new ga-
rage door. This remod-
el tops the list for good 
looks and value. The av-
erage cost of $3,611 is for 
replacing an existing two-
car garage.

MANUFACTURED STONE
Replacing a portion of 

vinyl or wood siding with 
manufactured stone ve-
neer can greatly improve 
curb appeal, adding style 
that can set a home apart. 
Homeowners can expect 
to recoup a 94.9 percent 
return on their invest-
ment.

ADDING WOOD DECK
A wooden deck on the 

rear or side of a home en-
hances homeowners’ abil-
ity to enjoy the outdoors 
year-round. A wood deck 
addition recoups 75.6 of 
the cost of homeowners’ 
initial investment.

NEW SIDING 
Not only does old or 

weathered siding look 

unsightly, it can impact 
the energy efficiency of 
a home. Even though a 
siding replacement proj-
ect is costly — at roughly 
$16,000 — it offers a 75 
percent return and peace 
of mind that the home is 
being well-protected from 
the elements.

NEW ENTRY DOOR
Replacing an existing 

door with a 20-gauge steel 
door complete with clear 
dual-pane half-glass panel, 
jambs and an aluminum 
threshold with compos-
ite stop gets homeowners 
75 percent of their initial 
investment back at re-
sale. Improving the door 
isn’t all about good looks, 
either. A door that isn’t 
well-insulated or secure 
can be problematic. 

In addition to these im-
provements, homeowners 
would be wise to focus 
on some upgraded land-
scaping, an upgraded roof, 
new windows, and im-
proved exterior lighting as 
surefire ways to add curb 
appeal and potential value 
to their homes.

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION
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ASBURY PARK EXPERIENCE 
1001 Asbury Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712 
732.807.7342

APPLIANCE BROKERS LIMITED  
49A Wilson Avenue, 

Manalapan, NJ 07726 
732.446.6860

CORPORATE OFFICE  
2B Corn Road

 Dayton, NJ 08810 
732.438.1400 

ENJOY RELIABILITY AND PERFORMANCE WITH MAYTAG® KITCHEN APPLIANCES

COLUMBUS 
DAY SALE

Celebrating 25 Years

Cast Iron Black  
Appliances

The right tile can create more hygienic spaces
STAR NEWS GROUP

Tile can be a worthy 
addition to rooms with 
potential moisture issues 
or areas in a home that 
may routinely necessitate 
quick cleanup. Because 
they are not damaged by 
constant contact with wa-
ter, tiled floors and walls 
are often found in bath-
rooms, kitchens, laundry 
rooms, and entryways. 

Although tile is resil-
ient, it is not impervious 
to the microorganisms 
that tend to proliferate in 
areas where moisture and 
humidity are common-
place. Microbes can grow 
rapidly in warm areas, es-
pecially if food is present. 
Mold or mildew issues 
also can become problem-
atic seemingly overnight. 
But certain modifications 
can help homeowners al-

leviate the proliferation of 
microorganisms.

Various manufactur-
ers have developed their 
own innovative tile that 
contributes to clean-
er, and sometimes more 
eco-friendly, home envi-
ronments. The applica-
tion of certain treatments 
can make ceramic tiles 
even more impervious to 
water and moisture. 

DISEASE-RESISTANCE
Some tile may help re-

duce the spread of certain 
strains of bacteria, such as 
E. coli and staph, without 
requiring the application 
of potentially harsh chem-
ical detergents. Others 
treatments may protect 
against yeast, molds and 
fungi that can cause stains 
and odors and result in 
the degradation of tile.

Antimicrobial prod-
ucts inhibit the growth 

of microorganisms and 
suppress their reproduc-

tion. For example, tiles 
with Microban® protec-

tion employ an antimi-
crobial agent built into 
the product during the 
manufacturing process. 
When microbes touch the 
product surface, the agent 
penetrates the cell wall of 
the microorganism. Oth-
er tiles are treated with 
micrometric particles of 
titanium dioxide (TiO2), 
which is activated by 
sunlight or artificial light. 
This causes a photoca-
talysis process, which is 
responsible for the prod-
uct’s antipollution and 
bactericidal properties. 
Examples of TiO2-treated 
tiles include Active Clean 
Air & Antibacterial Ce-
ramic™.

Antimicrobial ceramic 
tile can be advantageous 
in rooms where sanitation 
and hygiene are an utmost 
priority. This includes not 
only public places, but 
private residences. Work-

tops and floors where mi-
crobes can be transfered 
are particularly beneficial 
areas to install antimicro-
bial tile.

A potential side effect 
of antimicrobial tile is a 
reduction in reliance on 
harsh cleaning products. 
Although regular wash-
ing is recommended, res-
idents may not need to 
use odoriferous or strong 
chemical cleaners to san-
itize their homes. This 
helps improve indoor air 
quality and reduce the 
potential contamination 
of the environment from 
chemical runo�.

Homeowners thinking 
of installing antimicrobial 
tile in their homes should 
discuss their options with 
a tile retailer or contrac-
tor during the planning 
stages. 

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION
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 How to keep your pet-friendly home clean
STAR NEWS GROUP

Sixty-eight percent of 
American households, or 
about 85 million families, 
own a pet, according to 
the 2017-2018 National 
Pet Owners Survey con-
ducted by the American 
Pet Products Association. 
Canada’s Pet Wellness 
report indicates that ap-
proximately 35 percent 
of Canadian households 
have a dog, while 38 per-
cent have a cat.

Dogs, cats and other 
companion animals can 
be wonderful to have 
around, breathing ener-
gy into a family. Despite 
all of the advantages pets 
can bring, they tend to be 
a little messy. However, 
that doesn’t mean it’s im-
possible to have a pet and 
maintain a clean home. 
Homeowners just need to 

take a few extra steps to 
help things along.

MANAGE PET FUR
One of the persistent 

issues pet parents face 
is fur. Grooming the pet 
regularly (preferably out-
doors) will help tame 
some of its fur. Covering 
sofas and other places 
where pets like to lounge 
with an old sheet can 
contain some of the fur 
where it can be shaken o�  
outdoors and laundered 
frequently.

UPGRADE YOUR VACUUM
You’ll need a vacu-

um with strong suction 
to pick up fur, dirt, dan-
der, feathers, birdseed, 
and any of the other de-
bris that can accumulate 
thanks to pets. A vacuum 
with a good brush action 

also can dig in deep to 
carpets and upholstery to 
really clean thoroughly, 
say the experts at House 
Beautiful.

CLEAN PAWS AT THE DOOR
Pause for paws when 

pets come back inside. 

Keep a small container of 
water by the front door. 
When returning from 
walks, dip the dog’s paws 
into the water and dry be-
fore entering the house. 
This keeps dirt (and salt 
in the winter) from being 
a nuisance.

GET THE RIGHT CLEANSER
Pet owners must con-

tend with accidents. Look 
for an enzymatic cleanser 
that will treat stains and 
odors so that pets do not 
return to the soiled area 
again and again think-
ing this is an acceptable 
potty location, says Mod-
ern Dog magazine. Test 
an area of the carpet or 
floor being treated for 
colorfastness before ap-
plying. Address accidents 
promptly.

CHOOSE THE RIGHT 
UPHOLSTERY

According to Martha 
Stewart Living, look for 
top-grain, semi-aniline 
leathers, as scratches are 
disguised on such pieces. 
In terms of fabric, micro-
fiber or microsuede are 
better suited to pets be-

cause the fabric is tightly 
woven and may be more 
resistant to fur and soil-
ing.

LAUNDER PET ITEMS
Regularly wash bedding 

and other belongings that 
pets use. This will help 
tame indoor odors.

KEEP NAILS NEAT
Clipping dog and cat 

and other small animals’ 
nails may help avoid 
scratches on furniture and 
fl oors. If you do not feel 
comfortable doing it, take 
the animal to a groomer.

Pet owners can keep 
their homes clean regard-
less of how much dirt 
their pets track into the 
house.

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION
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www.idealtilefabrications.com

304 A Squankum Rd.,
Farmingdale NJ 07727
Phone: 732-751-0074 

 Countertops
starting at

   40 sq ft
installed

$

QUARTZ
Countertops

starting at

   35 sq ft
installed

$

GRANITE

We will beat
any written quote

Guaranteed

 Fall is the time to winterize your home  
STAR NEWS GROUP

Freezing temperatures 
may be good for ice skat-
ing or building snowmen, 
but sub-freezing tempera-
tures can be dangerous 
for the average person 
and his or her home. 

Cold weather often 
leaves people scurrying to 
do whatever is necessary 
to safeguard themselves 
from the big chill. But it’s 
important homeowners 
also protect their homes 
in cold weather.

PLUMBING
Plumbing and pipes 

may be vulnerable to cold 
weather. Frozen pipes 
may burst and cause 
substantial damage to a 
home, potentially causing 
flooding and structural 
damage.

Homeowners should 
disconnect and drain 

garden hoses before win-
ter arrives. Water to out-
door hose bibs should 
be turned o� , though the 
valves on these outdoor 
faucets should be left 
open to drain. Also, out-
door faucets can be cov-
ered with insulating foam 
covers. 

The Red Cross says 
pipes that freeze most 
frequently include pipes 
in unheated areas, such as 
basements, attics, garages, 
and crawl spaces. Close 
vents to the outside in 
areas like attics and base-
ments to limit the amount 
of cold air that gets in-
doors. Think about insu-
lating unheated areas, as 
well as using pipe sleeves, 
heat tape or wraps on ex-
posed pipes.

By opening kitchen and 
bathroom cabinet doors, 
homeowners can allow 

warm air from a home 
to reach pipes under the 
sink. During extreme 
freezes, keep cold water 
dripping from a sink to 
prevent pipes from freez-
ing.

SERVICE HVAC SYSTEMS
It’s important to ensure 

that heating systems are 
working properly prior to 
the cold-weather season. 
It may only take hours for 
the interior of a home to 
reach dangerously low 

temperatures without ad-
equate heat. Homeowners 
should schedule annual 
checkups of furnaces and 
hot water heaters. Inspect 
the heat exchanger for 
cracks, install a clean air 
filter and make sure all 
thermostats are working 
properly.

HAVE FUEL READY
Homeowners who heat 

their homes with oil, 
wood or coal should make 
sure they have plenty of 
fuel on hand in advance 
of winter. Shortages can 
occur, and it may take 
some time for new fuel 
to arrive in the midst of a 
cold snap.

As a precaution, home-
owners can rely on por-
table space heaters to fi ll 
in the heating gaps during 
freezing temperatures. 
Exercise extreme caution 

with these devices, turn-
ing them o�  when leaving 
the room and remember-
ing to avoid overloading 
outlets.

PROTECT OUTSIDE
Drain birdbaths, clean 

out downspouts and re-
move water from other 
items where water can 
freeze and cause dam-
age. Inspect roofing pri-
or to the snowy season, 
but stay o�  roofs during 
freezing weather. 

Remove snow shov-
els and other winter gear 
from storage and make 
sure the items are easily 
accessible during snow-
storms. 

Winter’s bite can be 
severe. Homeowners can 
protect themselves and 
their properties when the 
freeze sets in.

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION
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Floors Floors Floors NJ
Thinking about replacing 

carpet or flooring?
See your home in a whole new light... 
let our experts help guide you through  

all the possibilities...

Convenient and Professional Shop at Home Service
CARPET • HARDWOOD • LAMINATE • LUXURY VINYL • SAND & FINISH 

Sale 10% OFF
10% OFF applied to any installed order above $1,000.

Expires 11/1/19

• No high pressure sales    
• Fully Insured
• Free estimates
• Free premium padding
• Quality Installation. 
• Brand Name Products

• Expert Design Consultants.
• Over 4000 styles, colors and 
   patterns, to choose from.  
• Our worry free warranty policy  
   will put you at ease.

NJHIC# 13HV08368300

Call for a Free Estimate
tel  844 4 Floorz
       (844 435 6679)

Choosing window treatments with purpose in mind
STAR NEWS GROUP

Plantation shutters? 
Mini-blinds? Cafe cur-
tains? Formal draperies? 
Homeowners’ options in 
regard to window treat-
ments for their homes 
are extensive, which can 
make outfitting home in-
teriors challenging for 
novice decorators. 

Some people do not pay 
a lot of attention to win-
dow treatments, failing 
to realize just how great 
an impact the right win-
dow treatments can have 
on a space. According to 
design experts, window 
treatments are often an 
afterthought because res-
idents may not consider 
them necessities. As a re-
sult, homeowners may in-
stall whatever is on hand 
or accept window treat-
ments that came with a 
house or apartment. But 

ignoring window treat-
ments, especially when 
they can fulfill certain 
needs, is a missed design 
opportunity.

One of the first steps to 
choosing window treat-
ments is determining 
your end goal. Is priva-
cy your main goal? Are 
you seeking more natural 
light in a room? Is there 
too much light and you 
need to darken the room? 
Window treatments can 
serve multiple functions, 
and some treatments may 
make better fits depend-
ing on homeowners’ ulti-
mate goals.

SEMI-SHEER WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

Semi-sheer window 
treatments are often fab-
ric and can help brighten 
rooms with natural light 
but offer little privacy. 

They’re usually appro-
priate for spaces where 
people gather, such as liv-
ing rooms, dens or dining 
rooms. Semi-sheer cur-
tains may be paired with 
another complementary 
window treatment so 

privacy can be custom-
ized as needed. For ex-
ample, sheer curtains let 
light into a bedroom, but 
shades can be drawn at 
night.

MAXIMUM PRIVACY
Bedrooms, work spaces 

or bathrooms can benefit 
from extra privacy. While 
some people may think 
that privacy comes at the 
cost of light, that’s not al-
ways the case. 

Functional curtain pan-
els can be drawn closed 
when privacy is desired 
and then opened to let 
in light. The thickness of 
the fabric will also dictate 
the amount of privacy the 
panels create.

Tiers are hung on a 
short rod-pocket panel 
and usually cover the low-
er one-third of a window. 
They’re popular choices 

to let light in from the top, 
but obscure views from 
the bottom portion of the 
window.

Cellular shades are an-
other option that provide 
privacy but still let light 
in. Cellular shades come 
in hard and fabric variet-
ies and their use depends 
on the room. Many cellu-
lar shades are constructed 
with a honeycomb design, 
o�ers the design resource 
Houzz, so they can insu-
late as well as decorate 
windows.

BLACKOUT SHADES 
OR SHUTTERS

Perfect for rooms where 
babies nap,  shift workers 
rest during daylight hours 
or external lights, such as 
that from a street lamp, 
need to be blocked out, 
blackout shades do just 
what their name implies. 

A dense fabric lining 
helps keep light out en-
tirely.

Shutters also can block 
out light but add to the 
character of the room. 
They can be painted a 
bright color to make a 
statement or match wall 
colors to blend in seam-
lessly.

When selecting win-
dow treatments, shoppers 
can choose retail options 
or custom treatments. 
Many designers recom-
mend custom window 
treatments because they 
are measured, manufac-
turered and installed spe-
cifically for  homeowners’ 
windows. However, there 
are many DIY options 
available at budget-friend-
ly retailers.

COURTESY OF 
METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION
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JOSEPH BATTAGLIO
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING LLC
• Service Upgrades
• Outlets
• Switches
• Swimming Pool & Hot Tub Wiring
• Outdoor Decorative Lighting
• Security Lighting
• Recessed and Track Lighting
• Landscape Lighting
• Dock Service

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL
Fully Insured & Bonded

Free Estimates • no Job Too Small or Big!
Family Owned & Operated

Over 50 Years of Quality Service
Serving Monmouth & Ocean Counties

732-616-1800

• Electric Gate Openers
• Paddle Fans
• Attic Fans
• Parking Lot Ligthing
• Home Inspections
• Smoke Detectors
• Deck Lighting
• Troubleshooting & 
   Much, Much More…

24 HOUR

EMERGENCY SERVICE
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Custom Built Headboards, 
Ottomans & Valences

Slipcovers
Repairs & Refinishing

Foam Cut to Order
Shop at Home Service

Free Pickup & Delivery

Bring Your Own Fabric 
or Take 

25% OFF 
In Store Fabric

Must mention/present this ad. CS/OS

1620 Main Street, Lake Como
732.681.7707

eliteuphnj@aol.com
www.elitecustomupholstery.com

Upholsterer Paul V. Smith
Email Furniture Photos for a

Quick, Accurate EstimateQuick, Accurate Estimate

We Specialize in Antique RestorationsWe Specialize in Antique Restorations

ADV-5505

u  Lawn & Property Management
u  Lawn Maintenance
u  Landscape Design and Installation
u  Annual & Seasonal Plantings
u  IPM 
   (Integrated Pest Management)
u  Trimming, Pruning & Sheering of 
     Landscape Plants
u  Seasonal Cleanups EMAIL: INFO@SHOREENVIRONMENTAL.COM

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT: SHOREENVIRONMENTAL.COM

Snow Removal 
Offers

Lawn & Property 
Maintenance Offers

Trident Abstract Title Agency, LLC

Trident Abstract Title Agency, LLC
www.TridentAbstract.com

732-431-3134

1340-A Campus Parkway, Wall Township

 Are you purchasing or refinancing a home?

 Did you know that all Title Insurance Agencies must 
charge the same price?

 Tell your Attorney or Lender to go with the BEST!
Trident is one of the largest independent title insurance agents in New Jersey - family owned

and operated for over forty years. We offer a full array of title insurance services.
And Trident is your hometown agency, with an office in Wall Township.

Our staff includes 30 licensed title professionals to assist in every step of your closing.
For attorneys, Trident offers a paralegal service designed to streamline your real estate practice.  

Visit Chris Carton & Derrick Scenna 
at

mailto:eliteuphnj@aol.com
http://www.elitecustomupholstery.com
mailto:INFO@SHOREENVIRONMENTAL.COM
http://www.TridentAbstract.com
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Using art to enhance your home’s decor
STAR NEWS GROUP

Designing a home’s in-
terior can be fun. Wheth-
er furnishing a f irst 
apartment or a newly 
purchased family home, 
many people feel that the 
art they put on the walls 
of their homes is an ex-
pression of their individ-
uality, and that a home 
isn’t truly a home until its 

interior reflects their per-
sonalities.

Furnishing a home with 
art can be intimidating, 
especially for people do-
ing so for the first time. 
But a few tricks of the 
trade can help men and 
women turn the interiors 
of their homes into spaces 
that reflect who they are.

EMBRACE YOUR TASTE
Don’t hesitate to dec-

orate your walls with art 
you like. When buying 
furniture for a home, it 
can make sense to fol-
low certain rules. For ex-
ample, parents of young 
children might want to 
purchase dark-colored 
furnishings that can hide 
stains. But no such rules 
should govern your choic-
es of artwork. Art reflects 

the person who made it, 
but it also reflects the per-
son who buys it, so buyers 
should embrace their per-
sonal taste when furnish-
ing their homes with art.

SHOP AROUND
Thanks to the internet, 

billions of pieces of art, 
from tapestries to photo-
graphs to paintings, are at 
your fingertips. Compar-
ison shopping can be fun 
and help novices discover 
their personal tastes. It 
also can be a great way to 
support artists. For exam-
ple, 90 percent of all im-
age royalties on art pur-
chased from one popular 
online gallery goes direct-
ly to the artist, ensuring 
much of buyers’ money is 
going toward supporting 
the people responsible 
for the art they plan to 
hang in their homes. That 
can give people a great-
er sense of pride in their 
home’s decor.

SEEK INSPIRATION
If you’re unfamiliar 

with art, don’t hesitate to 
seek inspiration. Art is ev-
erywhere, from the hotels 
you stay in while traveling 
to the billboards you pass 
while driving to work to 
the local art museum near 
your home. If you’re un-
certain of what you like, 
make a concerted e�ort to 
recognize the art you see 
but may not stop to no-
tice each day. As you ex-
pose yourself to more and 
more art, you will gain 
a greater knowledge of 
what you like and dislike. 
Use that knowledge to in-

form your decisions when 
buying art for your home.

SWITCH THINGS UP
Your entire home does 

not need to follow a 
theme. If your taste in art 
is eclectic, embrace that 
and have di�erent rooms 
throughout your home re-
flect your di�erent tastes. 
This can give each room 
its own unique feel and 
make for a colorful home.

The art people hang in 
their homes is a personal 
choice, and the process of 
finding that art can be fun 
and eye-opening.

CREATE A GALLERY WALL
Gallery walls, also 

called moment walls, are 
one of today’s hottest 
home decor trends. Gal-
lery walls enable home-
owners to create visually 
appealing groupings of 
photos, frames, wall art, 
and much more to dress 
up any room in the house. 

 
Here are some tips:

• Choose a theme. If flo-
ral prints are your thing 
or you love abstract art, 
build your gallery around 
these elements. You can 
even use color or frame 
style as the coordinating 
factor.

• Spend time picking 
out pieces and trying 
different combinations 
before you take out the 
hammer and hardware. 
The mix should be cap-
tivating and look like it 
was a curated collection. 
Some pieces can be high-
end, while others may be 
picked up at flea markets 

or even be your own art-
work or photography.

• Experiment with di-
mensions and levels. 
Gallery walls need not 
be restricted to flat pho-
tos on a wall. Texture 
and depth can be used in 
wall designs. Intersperse 
shelving, sconces, wood-
en letters, clocks, and 
more to make the gallery 
even more eclectic. Feel 
free to build the gallery 
around items that are in 
the house, such as win-
dows or televisions. This 
can help electronics blend 
into the design.

• Establish your focal 
point. Decorators sug-
gest making the center 
of the display at eye lev-
el, roughly 66 inches o� 
the floor. Then build the 
gallery out from around 
that focal point. There are 
many patterns that can be 
built into the gallery, from 
“spiral” to “centered” to 
“reflection” designs. 

• Create a template. Lay 
the gallery design on the 
floor and cut newspapers 
or other paper to the size 
of each piece. Use mask-
ing tape to position these 
guides on the wall, trying 
a few arrangements until 
you are happy with the 
finished product. Then 
replace the paper with the 
artwork.

• Hang items with pre-
cision. Don’t skimp on 
technique. Use a ruler, 
level and the right tools. 
This ensures pieces are 
straight and in line with 
others. 

Eliot’s Painting, LLC
NJHIC# 13VH10524300

Eliot Sukowski 
732-644-4562

 Commerical/Residential/
 Property Management Services

All Calls Will be Returned within 24 Hours. 
For a Faster Response, Please Text Message.

THE ORCHARDS AT WALL 
(NEXT TO PIER 1 IMPORTS)

2410 RT. 35, MANASQUAN, NJ 08736
Proudly Serving Monmouth & Ocean Counties Since 1985

POWERVIEW MOTORIZATION • SHUTTERS • DESIGNER SCREEN SHADES 
PROVENANCE WOVEN WOOD SHADES • SILHOUETTE WINDOW SHADINGS 

CUSTOM DRAPERY, FABRICS & TRIMS • CUSTOM HARDWARE 
CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY

INTERIORVIEWSINC.COM

732-840-5600

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Sensational Drapery Designs By:

We invite you to schedule a 
FREE Consultation
with Ron Cantalupo

Thank You for Shopping with 
our Local Advertisers!

www.StarNewsGroup.com

http://www.StarNewsGroup.com
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Must-have kitchen remodeling features
STAR NEWS GROUP

Homeowners looking to 
renovate often see room 
for improvement in their 
kitchens and bathrooms. 
The National Association 
of Home Builder’s Re-
modeling Market Index 
Survey, which measures 
conditions in the remod-
eling market, indicates 
that, in 2015, the two most 
common remodeling jobs 
were bathroom remodels 
[81 percent] and kitchen 
remodels [79 percent]. 

A new kitchen remodel 
for a kitchen measuring 12 
by 12 feet may cost home-
owners anywhere from 
$17,000 to $37,000. Before 
investing so much into 
their remodeling proj-
ects, homeowners should 
think carefully about the 
features that will improve 
their time spent at home. 
When planning a  kitchen 

renovation, homeown-
ers may want to consider 
the following upgrades to 
make the room more en-
joyable while improving 
its functionality.

OVERSIZED SINK
Although high-e�cien-

cy dishwashers are pop-
ular, deep sinks to soak 
soup pots or woks are 
still useful. Deep sinks 
may be preferable to dou-
ble sinks, especially for 
homeowners who use lots 
of kitchen tools when pre-
paring meals. 

SOFT-CLOSING HINGES
When replacing cab-

inets (or just the hard-
ware), consider install-
ing soft-closing hinges 
and slides on doors and 
drawers. These devices 
eliminate slamming and 
caught fingers, reducing 

noise and injuries in the 
kitchen.

FOOT PEDAL WATER CONTROLS
When outfitting a sink, 

think about foot controls, 
which are popular in doc-
tors’ offices and hospi-
tals. Turning on the wa-
ter with the tap of a foot 
can reduce the transfer of 
pathogens to faucets from 
hands during food prepa-
ration. These pedals also 
free up hands for other 
tasks. 

BOTTOM FREEZER SPACE
People likely spend 

more time raiding the re-
frigerator than the freezer 
on any given day. Rather 
than having to bend down 
to seek out that favorite 
flavor of Greek yogurt, 
choose a model with the 
fridge on top and freezer 
on the bottom, especially 

if anyone in the house-
hold has mobility issues. 
When shopping for refrig-
erators, French-door style 
units may o�er even more 

access, making it easy for 
homeowners to slide fruit 
trays, sheet cakes and 
other large items into the 
fridge. 

EXTRA LIGHTING
A kitchen should be 

a balance of form and 
function. A combination 
of overhead lighting, dec-
orative lighting and task 
lighting can illuminate all 
areas of the space effec-
tively. 

APPLIANCE STORAGE
Architectural and de-

sign resource Houzz says 
that appliance garages are 
popular kitchen additions, 
too. Set at countertop 
level, these cabinets al-
low people to keep small 
appliances plugged in 
but tucked neatly behind 
closed doors.

Kitchen remodels are 
a sizable investment, 
and renovations can be 
customized to make the 
kitchen more hospitable 
for all in residence. 
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Protect wood floors from seasonal damage
STAR NEWS GROUP

Wood floors are a 
worthwhile investment 
that can improve the 
beauty and function of 
just about any room in a 
home. Even though wood 
floors are durable, and 
new protective treatments 
help seal out many of the 
things that may have dam-
aged floors in the past, 
homeowners still need to 
prioritize protecting their 
hardwood floors. 

Certain seasons of the 
year can be more harsh 
on wood floors than oth-
ers. For example, seasons 
characterized by moisture 
and precipitation, particu-
larly the early spring, win-
ter and fall, can be hard 
on wood floors. Experts 
say that cold, snowy days 
can damage wood floors, 
and winter temperatures 

in general can be harsh on 
flooring.

Homeowners need not 
give up on hardwood if 
they live in an area that 
sees all four seasons. 
They just need to take a 
few steps to keep floors 
looking beautiful.

CLEAN UP THE SALT
Salt that keeps side-

walks and streets clear of 
snow and ice inadvertent-
ly gets tracked inside a 
home. Hard chunks of salt 
can scratch wood floors, 
and, if left to sit, that 
salt can eventually cause 
white marks and other 
stains. Routinely vacuum-
ing and sweeping up salt 
is necessary to protect 
wood floors.

STOW THOSE SHOES
Invest in shoe storage. 

Wet or snowy boots can 

create puddles around the 
house. Have a special mat 
or tray by the front door 
where wet shoes can be 
kept. A nice bench in the 
entryway makes it easy 
for residents and guests 

to remove their shoes 
until it’s time to go back 
outside.

USE THE RIGHT MATS
Use water-wicking 

mats. Homeowners will 

probably need a few extra 
mats around to tame er-
rant drips and wipe shoes. 
Any entrance that might 
be used by people or pets 
should be protected. Try 
to avoid petroleum-based, 
rubber-backed mats, as 
they could discolor the 
wood floor.

CONTROL INDOOR HUMIDITY 
Cold, dry air in a home 

can be problematic be-
cause the moisture in 
the wood can eventually 
evaporate into the air. The 
heat will suck that mois-
ture from the flooring, 
causing it to shrink, creak 
and splinter and become 
more brittle. Think about 
investing in an in-line hu-
midifier for the home’s 
HVAC system that can 
keep a moderate amount 
of humidity in the home. 
Hardwood floorboards 

are installed to accom-
modate minor tempera-
ture and humidity fluctu-
ations. This is typically a 
range of between 60 and 
80 degrees F with a rela-
tive humidity range of 35 
to 55 percent, advises Ser-
viceMaster.

CLEAN CORRECTLY
Use the right cleaning 

products. Avoid exces-
sive water to clean wood 
floors, and select soaps 
that are specially de-
signed for wood flooring. 
Consult with the flooring 
manufacturer for a list of 
detergents that are safe to 
use.

With proper care, hard-
wood flooring can sur-
vive rain, snow and cold 
weather.

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION
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Open 7 Days                                            732.295.9243
At the Intersection of Arnold & Bay Ave. in the ♥ of Pt. Pleasant Beach, NJ 

www.pointbeachinteriorsnj.com

Fall Savings 
Now Through 

10/31

 Home for the Holidays 

 Soundproofi ng tips as you 
spend more time indoors

STAR NEWS GROUP

 As the weather gets 
colder, Americans inev-
itably spend more time 
indoors. If you’re sharing 
a space with an excitable 
toddler, an aspiring rock 
musician or a TV enthu-
siast with a penchant for 
loud volumes, peace and 
quiet may seem increas-
ingly elusive. 

Try these simple sound-
proofi ng tips to restore or 
create a more tranquil at-
mosphere in your home:

1. Hush noisy appli-
ances. Make sure your 
appliances are working 
smoothly. Unusual rat-
tles, clanks or vibrations 
may mean it’s time for a 
repair. When a replace-
ment is needed, seek out 
a quieter machine. New 
technologies have allowed 

manufacturers to lower 
the sound output of many 
models. 

2. Seal sound leaks. 
Holes and cracks around 
windows and doors let 
outside noise into the 
home. Weather-stripping 
and/or caulking can help 
to eliminate the intrusion 
of exterior noise. Adhe-
sive soundproofing tape 
can also help seal any 
problem areas.

3. Anticipate centers of 
noise when renovating. 
When designing a new 
room or renovating an 
existing one, consider its 
intended use and poten-
tial for generating noise. 
Playrooms, music studios 
or home theaters, for ex-
ample, can be quieted 
with insulation. Look for 
a products specifi cally de-

signed to provide superior 
sound absorption and that 
can be applied to the inte-
rior walls of a noisy room 
to e� ectively reduce dis-
ruptive sounds.

4. Use sound-absor-
bent materials. Carpets 
and window drapes pre-
vent sound from echoing 
around a room. If your 
home has hardwood, lam-
inate fl ooring or tile, con-
sider investing in a throw 
rug to reduce ambient 
noise and add some char-
acter to your space.

Taking simple steps to 
create a more peaceful 
space will maximize the 
enjoyment of your home. 
It can also have the added 
benefi t of helping to keep 
the peace among spouses, 
parents and siblings alike. 

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS & SERVICE
IN THE CLASSIFIEDS!  StarNewsGroup.com 

http://www.pointbeachinteriorsnj.com
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615 Bay Avenue
Point Pleasant Beach, NJ 08742

www.taylorflooringnj.com
732-899-9797

Carpet • Hardwood • Laminate • Vinyl • Custom Area Rugs
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Hours: Monday-Friday 10-5:30 • Saturday 10-5

REVAMP YOUR HOME
 for Fall!

The Jersey Shore’s Largest Collection of Custom Window Treatments

www.asapblinds.com
2408 Route 34N

Manasquan (Wall), NJ 

732.223.6662

Custom Drapery • Plantation Shutters • Motorization

 Prevent mold and mildew 
when weather turns colder

STAR NEWS GROUP

Mold and mildew are 
not only unsightly, but 
unhealthy. These fungi 
grow readily in damp ar-
eas and are found in the 
air breathed both indoors 
and outside. If left unad-
dressed, mold and mildew 
can threaten the health of 
a home’s inhabitants.

Mildew is a type of 
mold that remains rela-
tively fl ush with the sur-
face it grows on. Other 
molds can grow pu� y in 
appearance. Molds serve 
the purpose of destroying 
organic materials, but in 
high amounts, these mi-
croorganisms can cause 
respiratory problems, si-
nus congestion, throat 
irritation, headaches, 
and other issues, partic-
ularly when mold grows 

unchecked indoors. As 
a result, it is essential to 
address mold before it be-
comes problematic.

The wet season in win-
ter is when molds often 
grow and expand. Mold 
can break down the in-
tegrity and strength of the 
surfaces where it grows.

THE RIGHT STRATEGIES 
Homeowners can em-

ploy the following strat-
egies to prevent mold 
growth.

• Keep all surfaces 
clean, using proper clean-
ing products. Diluted 
bleach solutions are high-
ly e� ective at killing mi-
croscopic fungi, viruses 
and bacteria.

• Reduce moisture and 
humidity by ensuring suf-
ficient air circulation in 
rooms, particularly bath-

rooms and kitchens. An 
exhaust fan will help re-
move moisture quickly. 

• Fabrics covered in 
mildew that can be laun-
dered should be carefully 
removed and washed in 
chlorine bleach and hot 
water. An oxygen bleach 
product also can be e� ec-
tive.

• Invest in a dehumidi-
fi er that can reduce mois-
ture in the home in prob-
lem areas, such as damp 
basements or garages.

• Fix plumbing leaks as 
soon as possible.

• Remove damp leaves 
and snow from areas 
around the foundation 
of the home. Ensure that 
gutters and downspouts 

SEE MOLD PAGE 21

http://www.taylorflooringnj.com
http://www.asapblinds.com
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Ways to clear that entryway clutter
STAR NEWS GROUP

The entryway to a 
home is the first thing 
guests experience when 
coming inside. It also can 
be the first place residents 
drop their belongings af-
ter long days at school or 
work. As a result, entry-
ways can quickly be con-
sumed by clutter. Tam-
ing such messes takes a 
mixture of ingenuity and 
planning.

Homeowners hoping to 
clear their entryways of 
clutter must first decide 
what they want to get out 
of the space. Will it sim-
ply be a decorative spot 

with photos and other 
home decor on display? 
Or is functionality the pri-
mary goal? 

Once that decision has 
been made, take invento-
ry of which items, such 
as shoes, keys, umbrellas 
or coats, need to be in 
the area, which don’t [i.e., 
old mail]. To make things 
more organized, rear-
range the former while 
removing the latter.

Next it is time to assess 
storage needs and what’s 
already available. Us-
er-friendly storage items 
may need to be purchased 
to make the room as func-

tional as possible. The fol-
lowing ideas also can help 
bring order to the space.

WHAT YOU CAN DO
• Create a command 

center. Create a central 
location where items are 
neat, orderly and with-
in reach. Use a bulletin 
board, dry-erase calendar 
or something that can 
house schedules and im-
portant notices. Hooks 

can hold keys, chargers 
and more. 

• Keep it covered. Cov-
ered bins can serve as a 
seating area and also a 
place to store shoes, hats 
and scarves.

• Create cabinet space. 
Store items in cabinets so 
they are organized but out 
of sight. This way belong-
ings are not just left on an 
entryway table.

• Create another drop 
zone. If the entryway is 
too small to serve its pur-
pose, outfit another room 
or area that also can do the 
job. This can be a laundry 
room or mudroom area. 
Install shelves, a bench, 
cabinets and hooks. Just 
be sure this space is close 
enough to the entryway to 
make it useful.

• Go vertical. An easy 
way to keep things neater 

is to remove items from 
the floor and embrace 
vertical storage. Shoe 
racks, hooks for purses 
and a cabinet for coats 
may do the trick.

Clutter can accumulate 
in entryways. But some 
simple adjustments can 
quickly revamp the space 
to make it neater and 
much more functional. 

are clear of debris and can 
shuttle water away from 
the house e�ectively.

• Replace cracked or 
defective mortar in base-
ments.

• Make sure all seals on 
windows and doors are 
not compromised and are 
in good working condi-
tion.

• Be sure an HVAC in-
line humidifier is adjusted 

to the right setting and 
isn’t pumping too much 
moisture into the heated 
air; otherwise, the added 
humidity can contribute 
to mold.

• If there is a flood or 
water infiltrates a home 
in other ways, hire a pro-
fessional service to help 
clean and dry the home 
e�ectively.

Mold and mildew are 
problematic, but with dil-
igence they can be kept at 
bay.

MOLD
FROM PAGE 20

Ways to prevent
mold and mildew

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION



 O
CT

O
BE

R 
10

 &
 1

1,
 2

01
9 

 S
TA

R 
NE

W
S 

GR
O

UP
  P

AG
E 

 2
2

 Easy ways to clean up those leaves 
STAR NEWS GROUP

Autumn is marked 
by colorful foliage and 
plummeting tempera-
tures. Once those leaves 
reach peak color, they fall 
from the branches and 
collect on lawns, neces-
sitating cleanup projects. 
For homeowners with big 
yards, such a project can 
be tiring and time-con-
suming. However, there 

are ways to make leaf 
cleanup easier.

One of the easiest ways 
to clean up leaves is to 
reach for a lawn mower 
rather than a rake. The 
mower will cut leaves 
down to smaller sizes, cre-
ating an effective mulch 
that can add nutrients 
back into the lawn. Dav-
ey, a lawn and landscape 
solutions service, says that 

mowed leaves also can be 
collected in a mower bag 
and added to garden beds 
or compost piles.

For those who prefer 
manual raking, select a 
rake with tines that will 
not skewer the leaves in 
the process. Big rakes also 
can make faster work of 
gathering leaves into piles. 

The home improve-
ment resource The Family 

Handyman advocates for 
the use of a lawn sweeper. 
This is a manual device 
that has a rotating sweep-
ing brush that gathers up 
lawn debris and leaves 
into an attached hopper 
bag. Like mowed leaves, 
the bag can be emptied 
into a compost pile or dis-
tributed where needed.

Raking leaves onto a 
large tarp is another op-
tion. Once it’s full, the tarp 
can be taken to the curb 
where many towns will 
collect the leaves season-
ally. Otherwise, the tarp 
can be used as a funnel to 
put leaves into a gardening 
bag or another appropriate 
receptacle.

Leaf blowers remain a 
fast option for cleaning 
up yards, but they require 
electricity or gas and can 
be noisy. Still, they are a 
popular choice for large 

landscapes or when quick 
work needs to be made of 
leaf clean-up.

USES FOR FALLEN LEAVES
Not all of those leaves 

need to be carted away. In 
fact, there are several dif-
ferent uses of leaves that 
can be benefi cial. 

1. Spread leaves as a 
protective mulch to cover 
tender perennials or root 
crops/bulbs in the ground. 
The leaves will form a 
natural insulating cover 
that keeps the soil and the 
plants within a bit warmer 
over winter.

2. Create a pile of leaves 
that will break down and 
form a crumbly, com-
post-like material called 
leaf mold. Even though 
leaf mold may sound like a 
blight, it’s actually a good 
amendment to garden soil, 
improving its structure 
and ability to hold water. 
Leaf mold also attracts 
beneficial organisms that 
are vital in healthy soil.

3. Brown leaves can be 
added to green materials 
in compost piles to im-
prove the health of the 
compost being formed. 
According to the healthy 
living resource Care2, the 
ideal ratio is 75 percent 
brown to 25 percent green 
materials in compost. 
Turn compost piles regu-
larly to aerate them.

4. Store dried, mulched 
leaves in a dry spot so 
they can be used in the 
spring as a weed barrier 
for spring plantings. They 
will keep weeds at bay and 
help retain soil moisture to 
ensure small sprouts have 
the resources to grow.

5. Use shredded leaves 
as a lawn supplement. Pass 
a lawn mower over leaves 
left on the lawn to break 
them down into pieces 
too small to rake. This 
will help keep the lawn 
healthy throughout the 
winter without blocking 
out needed sunlight.

SERVICE CALLS ARE ONLY

1038 Route 33, Freehold, NJ 
732-681-2233

$6995
You will be quoted on 
any necessary repairs 
BEFORE we do the work! 
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NO CONTRACTS - NO UNNECESSARY GUTTER CLEANING

GUTTER CLEANING • WINDOW CLEANING
SIDING CLEANING • PAVER CLEANING

PRESSURE WASHING

732-449-1122
COASTALCLEANINGCREW.COM

102 Main St
Manasquan, NJ
Mon-Fri: 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sat: 10:00 am - 3:00 pm
Sun: Closed

Complete Design 
and Renovation
Baths, Kitchens, 

Moulding, 
Tile, Painting,  

Flooring, 
Custom  

Installations

License#13VH09088700

You dream it, We build it.
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Plantation Shutters 
Wood & Composite Motorization

Woven Shades
Roller Shades

Hunter Douglas Showcase
Full Workroom

Upholstery

Like us on Facebook

1101 Industrial Parkway
Bricktown, NJ 08724

milltexhome@verizon.net

Hours:
M-F 9:30-4:00

EMERGENCY INSTALLATIONS

ATLANTICHEATING &
COOLING, INC.

Complete Heating
and Air System
$5,875 installed

100,000 BTU 80% Efficient Furnace
3 Ton 16 Seer A/C System

www.Atlantichvacstore.com

Qualifying Furnace XR80
Natural Gas Furnace.

TOLL
FREE 1-866-724-8333 • 732-241-3414

Master HVACR Lic. #19Hc00080600

$65 Heating Check Up

732-892-TILE (8453)
www.bricktilestone.com

Visit our tile showroom:
2104 Route 88, Brick, New Jersey

Kitchen Cabinets
Granite & Quartz Countertops

Showroom Hours:
Monday: 9 am - 5 pm | Tuesday: 9 am - 5 pm
Wednesday & Thursday: 9 am - 5 pm
Friday: 9am - 7pm | Saturday: 9 am - 4 pm
Sunday: 10am-3pm

mailto:milltexhome@verizon.net
http://www.Atlantichvacstore.com
http://www.bricktilestone.com
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Give your home that professional designer look
STAR NEWS GROUP

Photo spreads in home 
design magazines can be 
awe-inspiring. Quite often 
homeowners wish they 
could lift the looks right 
o� the pages of magazines 
and transform their own 
homes into picture-per-
fect retreats. 

It takes an eye for de-
sign to pull a room to-
gether — even with inspi-
ration — and make it both 
functional and attractive. 
While hiring an interior 
designer is one way to 
go, homeowners can use 
some of the tricks and 
techniques the designers 
employ to do a remark-
ably good job of improv-
ing the interiors of their 
homes without such help.

EMBRACE TEXTURE
The colors used in a 

home can add impact, 
but designers often utilize 

various textures to create 
aesthetic appeal. A sin-
gle color scheme can be 
enhanced by various fab-
rics. Consider a leather 
sofa made more cozy with 
chenille pillows next to a 
rustic side table. Figure 
out ways to incorporate a 
few different textures to 
add depth to the room.

TAKE CARE WITH COLOR
Many high-end homes 

showcase neutral shades 
that are enhanced by pops 
of color. If you like a rich, 
royal purple, leave room 
for other colors as well. 
Add touches of purple in 
vases, throw pillows and 
other accessories.

Also, many designers 
work in shades of three 
for room colors. There 
may be one main color 
for walls, another color 
for larger accents, such as 
couches and chairs, and 

then a third color that 
pops in accessories such 
as flowers, pillows and 
collectibles. These can be 
any colors, but the most 
muted tends to be the 
more abundant shade.

ADD A BIT OF BLING
Glittery items and me-

tallics can add a touch of 
luxury feel to any space. A 
shiny table lamp, mirrors, 
a sparkling chandelier, 
and the like are easy ways 
to produce a high-end 
feel. Reflective surfaces 
also will cast light around 
the room, giving the illu-
sion of a larger space.

MAKE A STATEMENT
Choose a big statement 

piece. Many homeowners 
make the mistake of fill-
ing a room with several 
small pieces of furniture 
that only contribute to 
clutter. Instead, look for 

a statement piece, which 
can be a cabinet, armoire 
or chaise. Mix and match 
large and small elements 
for a sense of balance.

ACCESSORIZE
Finish the room with 

accessories and flowers. 
When placing and hang-
ing knickknacks and wall 
art, odd-numbered group-
ings often look the most 
cohesive and interesting. 
Experiment with differ-
ent scales and heights for 
even more dimension.

When inspiration hits, 
take some cues from inte-
rior design pros to make 
spaces look like they be-
long on the pages of your 
favorite magazines.  tion 
goes here and here and 
here. Caption goes here. 
Caption goes here and 
here and here.

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION
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10% OFF WITH THIS AD. 
WEBER AND TELESCOPE PRODUCTS DO NOT APPLY.

PLUMBING NEEDS • HOUSEHOLD ITEMS • GARDEN & BEACH SUPPLIES  • GENERAL STORE

Bain’s Point Hardware
528 Arnold Avenue, Point 
Pleasant Beach, NJ 08742

732-892-5200
Mon-Fri 7am-6pm 

Sat 7am-5pm • Sun 9am-1pm
Bain’s Hardware
1092 Ocean Ave. 

Sea Bright, NJ 07760
732-530-9425

Mon-Fri 8am-6pm
Sat 8am-5pm • Sun 9am-1pm

Bain’s Spring Lake Hardware
1301 3rd Ave. 

Spring Lake, NJ 07762
732-449-6404

Mon-Sat 8am-5pm • Sun 9am-1pm

*Not available at Spring lake location

CARLSON’S 
GLASS & MIRROR 

305 UNION AVE. (HWY 71) • BRIELLE
732-223-8050

Any Shower or 
Tub Enclosure 

Minimum $1000
10% off any

enclosure under $1000

Not valid with other offers. Exp. 12/31/19

$100 off$100 off

TUB & SHOWER
ENCLOSURES FEATURING

Plate Glass • Wall Mirrors
Storm Panels & Screens • Commercial & Residential Windows • Vinyl Windows

Plate Glass • Wall Mirrors
Storm Panels & Screens • Commercial & Residential Windows • Vinyl Windows

WICKER - PLUS IMPORTS
T R O P I C A L  C A S U A L  F U R N I T U R E

RELAX & FALL INTO INCREDIBLE SAVINGS!
Any Two Poly Outdoor Chairs 2 for $500!! 

Including Rockers, Cafe Chairs, Fan Chairs, Dining Chairs, and  
Pub Chairs. Can mix and match all items. IN STOCK ONLY.

Small Poly Tables & Ottomans $99 Each (reg. $169)
IN STOCK ONLY! WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

Celebrating 43 years at the same location!

2034 Highway 35, Wall, NJ 07719 • 732-449-3880

Healthy Trees
BEGIN WITH

Healthy Roots
Fall Feeding Brings 

Healthier, Greener Trees 
& Shrubs in Spring

CALL NOW FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 
BY OUR CERTIFIED ARBORISTS

CELEBRATING OVER 70 YEARS!

EST. 1947

R.T. DAVIES, INC
TREE EXPERTS

• Tree & Shrub Care • Root Feeding
• Insect & Disease Control

732-899-0328
www.rtdaviestree.com

http://www.rtdaviestree.com
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After 25 years we changed our location to be closer to all our very 
appreciative customers. Whether looking to purchase one of our new homes or 

tear down yours and rebuild, we are here for you. Dolphin Homes has a wealth of 
local building knowledge & exceptional personal service for over 30 years.

Stop in to see our new showroom & let us help you design your New Dream Home

Custom Built Home on 100 x 100 property in sought after Brielle. 4 Bed, 2.5 Bath, 3rd 
Floor Bonus Room, Gas Fireplace, 2 Car Garage, Wrap Around Porch, Full Basement. 
Call now to customize just for you! Very few new homes in Brielle, this won’t last!

$979,900.00 Call Now!

FOR
SALE

1131 Bay Avenue, Point Pleasant, NJ

732-840-7911

Point Pleasant and Point Beach Border

DolphinHomesLLC.comDolphinHomesLLC@aol.com
Lic# 13VH00038100  Reg# 028276

Ortley Beach, NJ

Brielle, NJ

Point Pleasant, NJ

UNDER

CONTRACT

UNDER

CONSTRUCTION

Beach Haven West, NJ

RECENTLY 

CLOSED

Manasquan, NJ

COMPLETED

mailto:DolphinHomesLLC@aol.com
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